CRUSADE OF RICHARD LION-HEART             313
Thither these prisoners were led
And led to die a death of shame.
But wThy tell more! When the king came
Upon them with his company
Of knights of intrepidity
And the Turks saw his banner, they
Were filled with terror and dismay 5
Into the citadel some hied
Themselves, meanwhile leaving outside                             s^o
The captives, whom they did not dare
Retain, seeing the king draw near.
These prisoners unfortunate
Took refuge in a church to wait
Their fate. The king came, set them free.
And put to death each Turk whom he
Was able to lay hands upon.
Many a battle steed he won
That day, and of living Turks a score
He took, and he slew many more.                                      8,130
Had God not led him with His hand,
The next day all that captive band
Would have been marched away and sent
To Babylon. Imprisonment
And death therein had been their lot.
Had not the long's mea succor brought.
CONRAD  REFUSES  TO JOIN  THE  HOST
When God had freed His people whom
The foe were leading to their doom,
And to King Richard given the grace
He granted in Saint Leonard's case 3S                                ^40
Of setting captives free, and when
God had been thanked by all our men,
38 St. Leonard was the saint who especially delivered prisoners. Bar Hebraeus
(p. 339) says that Saladin sent Richard 24,000 dinars for the redemption of Saracen
prisoners during the winter of 1191.